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intimate partner homicide.”7 In nearly one-third
of the cases in which American women are mur-
dered by their intimate partner, the intimate 
partner commits suicide.8

Mental illness is not an excuse for—and may be
rarely a cause of—domestic violence, and abusers
must be held accountable. But when an abuser
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the topic of domestic violence. The list below
concentrates on ten reasons victims stay in
today’s culture and soc

 http://www.thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/why-do-people-stay-in-abusive-relationships/
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•  Agree to what outsiders see as unsafe pro-
visions for child custody or parenting time

•  Avow love for the abuser
•  Display agitation or a raised voice with

others in the courtroom, including the
judge

•  Display anxiety about rulings by question-
ing decisions made by the judge

•  Display combative intensity during 
proceedings
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just intervention to these crimes cannot be
achieved with a one-dimensional, “one-
size-fits-all” respons

http://www.stopvaw.org/Coordinated_ Community_Response
http://www.stopvaw.org/Coordinated_ Community_Response
http://www.bwjp.org/our-work/topics/ ccr-models.html
http://www.bwjp.org/our-work/topics/ ccr-models.html
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Most intervention programs use models based
on research on heterosexual intimate partner 
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https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/ batterer-intervention/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/ batterer-intervention/
http://menstoppingviolence.org/programs/ mens-education/
http://menstoppingviolence.org/programs/ mens-education/
http://www.emergedv.com/
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•  Give litigants a voice by asking open-ended
questions that give them an opportunity to
tell their side of the story. Also, provide a
forum so litigants can give the court feed-
back about their experiences.

•  Demonstrate neutrality at all times. Avoid
showing a preference to certain parties
(prosecutors versus defense attorneys), and
do not make jokes or comments that could
be misinterpreted by the litigants. 

•  Promote helpfulness by partnering with
local victim advocates or social service
providers. Ensure that court staff are

knowledgeable about available resources
and are able to make referrals.24

For further information on this section:
Domestic Violence Courts, Center for Court 
Innovation.
http://www.courtinnovation.org/project/
domestic-violence-courts

Community Sy c r

http://www.courtinnovation.org/project/ domestic-violence-courts
http://www.courtinnovation.org/project/ domestic-violence-courts
http://www.appa-net.org/dv/index.htm
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27 N. VerSteegh, G. Davis, and L. Frederick, “Look Before You Leap: Court System Triage of Family Law C
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The coordinated community response is crucial 
to ensure that the judge has the information 
necessary to make safe release and sentencing 
conditions in criminal cases

http://www.courtinnovation.org/project/ domestic-violence-courts
http://www.courtinnovation.org/project/ domestic-violence-courts
https://gcfv.georgia.gov/sites/gcfv.georgia.gov/files/related_files/site_page/GCFV%20DV%20Courts%20Best%20Practices.pdf
https://gcfv.georgia.gov/sites/gcfv.georgia.gov/files/related_files/site_page/GCFV%20DV%20Courts%20Best%20Practices.pdf
https://gcfv.georgia.gov/sites/gcfv.georgia.gov/files/related_files/site_page/GCFV%20DV%20Courts%20Best%20Practices.pdf
http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/whatmakesdvcourtwork.pdf
http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/whatmakesdvcourtwork.pdf
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In the United States, the tools for stopping domes-
tic violence include not only protective orders and
criminal prosecution but also sentencing or refer-
rals to domestic violence offender treatment pro-
grams. Many of these programs also are called
Batterer Intervention Programs (BIPs). Offenders
are directed into these programs as part of crimi-
nal sentences or through civil protective orders.
The goals of domestic violence offender treatment
include holding the offender accountable, reduc-
ing recidivism, rehabilitating the offender, and
keeping the victim safe.

More than 40 states have developed standards for
domestic violence offender treatment programs. 
In some states, providers must adhere to the 
standards; in others, adher-
ence to the standards is vol-
untary. The standards may
be developed by state attor-
neys general or state public
health, corrections, proba-
tion, or human services de-
partments. In others,
domestic violence coalitions
have developed the standards. In states with
mandatory standards, there may be statutorily 
created counsels or boards to oversee or certify
providers. 

The majority of programs are based on the Duluth
Model, a 26-week program that focuses on power
and control and the behaviors identified in the
Power and Control Wheel. These types of pro-
grams, designed primarily for men, use a psycho-
educational curriculum or a cognitive behavioral
model that teach skills and personal coping 
strategies.

Colorado has adopted risk-based standards, with
the program provider determining the length of
time an offender must participate, based on a risk
assessment. Part of Colorado’s standards require
periodic assessment of the standards and pro-
gramming to determine their effectiveness. Iowa

has adopted an intervention program based on 
acceptance and commitment theory. The Iowa 
Domestic Abuse Program (IDAP) is “a group 
educational program that offers the opportunity
for change with 24 classes required to be 
completed in 28 we

https://www.colorado.gov/dcj/domestic-violence-offender-management
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•  Adopt new ways of communicating with
their partner and their children.

•  Learn to respect the opinions and wishes 
of all family members.

•  Understand the effects of their abuse on
their partner and their children.

•  Iden

https://www.biscmi.org/aquila/
http://www.bwjp.org/assets/documents/pdfs/ effective_interventions_context_is_everything.pdf
http://www.bwjp.org/assets/documents/pdfs/ effective_interventions_context_is_everything.pdf

