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(%41$+(!/.!&+9!(+0/&1)#,!(%41+&%(5!@$%%)2!+%!)-;!DFGGSJ!%7+/#$C+1!%7)%!(%41+&%!)4%7/#$)-!$1+&%$%,!$(!
“the sense a writer has of themselves,” consisting of confidence, understanding authorship and 
*&/9-+1'+!#+:4$#+1!%/!)8/$1!3-)'$)#$(2Q!%7+,!./4&1!(%41+&%(!'+&+#)--,!+=3#+((+1!-$%%-+!)9)#+&+((!
/.!%7+$#!)4%7/#$)-!$1+&%$%,!D3;!H^\J;!O&(%+)15!%7+!3#+((4#+(!/.!(07//-!2)1+!%7+2!.++-!-$*+!$&%+--+0%4)-!
scavengers: “We’re just picking out what everyone else has done and trying to put it in some kind 
of order” (Pittam et al., 2GGS5!3;!H^_J;!A)&,!(%41+&%(!1/!&/%!$1+&%$.,!)(!3)#%$0$3)&%(!$&!)!1$(0/4#(+;!

"#$%$&'!./#!%7+!K)%$/&)-!W/4&0$-!/.!<+)07+#(!/.!M&'-$(75![)(%,!V![)43%2)&!DFGHSJ!(),!%7)%!
9#$%$&'!$&(%#40%/#(!24(%!(++!%7+2(+-8+(!%7#/4'7!)!14)-!-+&(!)(!9#$%+#(!)&1!%+)07+#(;!O&'(! DFGGSJ!
found one district’s successful implementation of new writing pedagogy emphasized the teacher 
)(!9#$%+#5!)&1!%7+!#/-+!/.!+&6/,2+&%!$&!9#$%$&'!)(($'&2+&%(;!<+)07+#(!9+#+!+&0/4#)'+1!%/!$&8$%+!
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]2+#$0)&!(%41+&%!$&!)!0-)((!%7)%!3#/140+1!)!,+)#?+&1!2)')C$&+5!R*+##+%%!DFGH\J!/B(+#8+1!)!(7$.%!$&!
%7+!student’s!9#$%$&'!$1+&%$%,!)&1!7+#!3+#0+3%$/&(!/.!7+#!.)2$-,5!97/!9#/%+!B$-$&'4)-!3/(%?$%(!)&1!
%+=%!2+(()'+(5!B4%!97/!(7+!3#+8$/4(-,!()9!)(!&/&?9#$%+#(;!

Support for students’ intersectional identities also means id+&%$.,$&'!9#$%+#(!)(!#/-+!2/1+-(!
./#!(%41+&%(!%7)%!7+-3!%7+2!)11#+((!3/9+#!(%#40%4#+(;!O&!)!(422+#!9#$%$&'!3#/'#)2!./#!N-)0*!'$#-(5!
(%41+&%(!9#/%+!)')$&(%!/B6+0%$/&)B-+!&)##)%$8+(5!(407!)(!9#$%$&'!+((),(!.#/2!%7+!3+#(3+0%$8+!/.!./4#!
9/2+&!$&!)!K$&)!R$2/&+!(/&'!DA0]#%74#5!FGHSJ;!O&!)&!)0%$/&!#+(+)#07!0)(+!(%41,!/&!)!N-)0*!
(%41+&%!3/+%!9$%7!0/'&$%$8+!1$()B$-$%$+(5!"7$%&+,!DFGHSJ!+237)($C+(!%7+!3/9+#!/.!(%41+&%!1$)-/'4+!
)&1!0/--)B/#)%$/&5!)(!9+--!)(!$&8$%$&'!-/0)-!N-)0*!9#$%+#(!%/!(7)#+!%7+$#!0#).%;!A0W/2$(*+,!DFGGGJ!
)(*(! (%41+&%(! %/! $1+&%$.,! %7+! $&(%$%4%$/&! %7)%! $23)0%+1! %7+2! 2/(%! )&1! $&%+##/')%+! %7+$#! (/0$)-!
.4&0%$/&;!

<7$(!(%41,!)%%+23%(!%/!+=3-/#+!%7#++!')3(!$&!%7+!-$%+#)%4#+;!"7$-+!%7+#+!$(!#$07!-$%+#)%4#+!/&!
teachers’ pedagogical choices intended to suppor%! %7+! +-+2+&%(! /.! 9#$%+#! $1+&%$%,! ./#2)%$/&5!
(%41+&%! 3+#(3+0%$8+(! )#+! (%$--! 2+1$)%+1! %7#/4'7! %+)07+#! /B(+#8)%$/&! /#! )((+((2+&%;! ]&!
4&1+#(%)&1$&'!/.!97)%!(%41+&%(!%7$&*!9#$%$&'!$(!D/#!9#$%+#(!)#+J!(++2(!%/!B+!%//!/B8$/4(!)!:4+(%$/&!
./#!2)&,!3+/3-+!%/!7)8+!)(*+1!$%;!R+0/&15!%7+#+!$(!)&!$2B)-)&0+!97+#+!(%41$+(!%+&1!%/!#+(+)#07!
+-+2+&%)#,!)&1!0/--+'+!(%41+&%(!.)#!2/#+! %7)&!7$'7! (07//-!(%41+&%(;!]&1!%7$#15!2/#+!#+(+)#07!
$&%/!%7+!+..+0%(!/.!4&/#%7/1/=!9#$%$&'!%+07&$:4+(!$(!&++1+1;!](!)./#+2+&%$/&+1!<7+!K+9!b/#*!
<$2+(!)#%$0-+!$&1$0)%+(5!2)&,!%+)07+#(!(%$--!(++2!%/!B+!1+B)%$&'!B+%9++&!1$..+#+&%!+-+2+&%(!/.!%7+!
()2+! %#)1$%$/&)-! )33#/)07+(! DE/-1(%+$&5! FGHIJ;! O.! ,/4!9)&%! -+)#&$&'! %/!/004#5! %7+&! )33-,! #$075!
8)#$+1!(%$24-4(—(%$24-4(!/.!%7+!(+&(+(5!/.!7$'7+#!/#1+#!.)04-%$+(5!/.!+2/%$/&(—)&1!)8/$1!(%#+((!
%7)%!./'(!%7+!)..+0%$8+!.$-%+#!DT)4.+#5!FGHHJ;!O&!/%7+#!9/#1(5!3/($%$8+5!4&/#%7/1/=!+=3+#$+&0+(!)#+!
what change people’s minds.!

!

Methodology 
<7$(!)0%$/&!#+(+)#07!(%41,!)(*+1!H^!(%41+&%(!)B/4%!97/!0/4&%(!)(!)!9#$%+#5!%7+$#!$1+&%$.$0)%$/&!

with the term “writer” and their experiences writing. As the action researcher, I taught this class 
)(!3)#%!/.!2,!(%41+&%!%+)07$&'!#+(3/&($B$-$%$+(;!<7$(!#+(+)#07!%//*!3-)0+!).%+#!/&-,!)!9++*!/.!-+)1$&'!
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Results 
In this section, I include students’ responses to the core question (are they writers?), noting 

%7+!07)&'+(!D/#!-)0*!%7+#+/.J!$&!%7/(+!#+(3/&(+(!B+%9++&!%7+!3#+!)&1!3/(%!(4#8+,(;!O!%7+&!$1+&%$.,!
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%/!%7+!)41$+&0+!B,!2)*$&'!%7+2!#+)-$C+!97)%>(!'/$&'!/&!
$&!%7+!#+)-!9/#-1!)&1!7)8$&'!%/!0/2+!%/'+%7+#!%/!9/#*!
out the problems.” Another student wrote “The 

)41$+&0+! $(! ./#!
3+/3-+! 97/! )#+!
-//*$&'! ./#!
(/2+%7$&'! 142B!
%/! -)4'7! )%! 97$-+!
needing a break.” 
]&/%7+r student wrote a slam poem about “An olive tree in 
@)-+(%$&+;!O%>(!-$8+1!$&!@)-+(%$&+!./#!)B/4%!UGGG!,+)#(!)&1!O!)2!
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97+#+!%7+,!-$*+!%/!9#$%+5!&/!(%41+&%!#+(3/&1+1!9$%7!(07//-!/#!)&,!-/0)%$/&!%7+#+$&;!<7$(!2)*+(!$%!
0-+)#! %7)%! %7+!1$(0/4#(+! 0/224&$%,!9+!1+($#+! (%41+&%(! %/!B+!2+2B+#(!/.! $(!&/%! (400++1$&'! $&!
2)*$&'!%7+2!.++-!)!(+&(+!/.!'#/43f$&(%$%4%$/&)-!B+-/&'$&';!

A/(%!7$'7!(07//-!(%41+&%(!1/!2/(%!/.!%7+$#!9#$%$&'!./#!/&+!)41$+&0+!2+2B+#—%7+!%+)07+#;!
In the surveys, only one student mentioned any audience for their writing (“I wrote a DnD 
[Dungeons and Dragons] story and the players liked it.”). The fact that students did not even 
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[/9!%#)&(.+#)B-+!9+#+!%7+!3/($%$8+!07)&'+(P!g$1!(/2+!(%41+&%(!+07/!%7+!$23-$0$%!2+(()'+(!

)B/4%!$&0-4($8$%,!/.!%7+!9#$%+#!$1+&%$%,5!B4%!9$--!.$&1!%7/(+!(+&%$2+&%(!B+!(9+3%!)($1+!97+&!%7+!
&+=%!07)--+&'$&'!)0)1+2$0!9#$%$&'!)(($'&2+&%!0/2+(!%7+$#!9),P!

!

Implications for Pedagogy and Future Research 
"7)%!0)&!%+)07+#(!1/!9$%7!%7$(!$&./#2)%$/&P!N+./#+!6423$&'!%/!%7)%!(%+35!$%!$(!$23/#%)&%!./#!

9#$%$&'!%+)07+#(!%/!($23-,!)(*!%7+(+!:4+(%$/&(!%/!%7+$#!(%41+&%(!)&1!(7/9!%7)%!%7+,!)#+!-$(%+&$&'!%/!
%7+$#!)&(9+#(;!W#+)%$&'!%7+!(+&(+!%7)%!%7+(+!:4+(%$/&(!2)%%+#!)&1!%7)%!(%41+&%(!7)8+!)'+&0,!/8+#!
%7+$#!)&(9+#(!$(!)&!/4%0/2+!%/!(%#$8+!./#!–!/&+!%7)%!2),!)..+0%!04##$04-42!1+($'&5!/#!2),!&/%;!

](! %7+! 1+($'&+#! /.! %7$(! (%41,5! O! 9)(! $&$%$)--,! (*+3%$0)-! )B/4%! %7+! 8)-4+! /.! %7+! )8)&%?')#1+!
techniques. I could not see how they would contribute to a different sense of “writer” beyo&1!%7)%!
they were just different and disrupted the idea that expressing fully formed ideas in the writer’s 
2$&1!$(!%7+!2)$&!34#3/(+!/.!9#$%$&';!N4%!%7+!(+&(/#,!+&')'+2+&%!)&1!%7+!-)0*!/.!)!B-)&*!3)'+!
(%)#$&'!)%!(%41+&%(!2),!7)8+!7)1!)!7+-3.4-!+..+0%!$&!%7+!#$'7%!1$#+0%$/&!–!&/!2/#+5!&/!-+((;!@+#7)3(!
)--! %7)%! 07)&'+1! $(! %7)%! $%! 2)1+! %7+! (%41+&%(! #+-)=+1! –! )! *+,! ./4&1)%$/&! ./#! -+)#&$&';! O! %7$&*!
researchers should experiment more with unusual writing assignments and students’ explicit 
#+.-+0%$/&!/&!%7/(+!)(($'&2+&%(!

N+%%+#5!2/#+!'+&+#)-$C)B-+!1)%)!0/4-1!B+!0/--+0%+1!.#/2!)!-/&'+#5!9$1+#!(%41,L!97)%!$(!%7+!
+..+0%!/.!)!,+)#5!(+2+(%+#!/#!.4--!7$'7!(07//-!3#/'#)2!%7)%!0/&%$&4/4(-,!)(*$&'!(%41+&%(!%/!#+.-+0%!
/&!97)%!9#$%+#(f9#$%$&'f#+)1+#(f#+)1$&'!$(!)&1!%7+$#!#+-)%$/&(7$3!%/!%7/(+!%+#2(P!"7)%!$(!%7+!+..+0%!
/.!)!(07//-?9$1+!04-%4#+!9$%7!$&8+(%2+&%!.#/2!%+)07+#(!)0#/((!1$(0$3-$&+(P![/9!1/+(!%7$(!)33#/)07!
0/&.-$0%! 9$%75! /#! (433/#%! (%41+&%(! $&5! %7+! B#4%)-5! -$&+)#! &)##)%$8+(! 0#+)%+1! B,! (%)&1)#1$C+1!
)((+((2+&%P 
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