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Annotating	
  Texts	
  
Annotating	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  strategy	
  for	
  reading	
  closely	
  and	
  critically	
  because	
  it	
  
allows	
  you	
  to	
  track	
  the	
  moves	
  that	
  the	
  writer	
  is	
  making	
  and	
  to	
  register	
  your	
  own	
  
questions	
  and	
  thoughts.	
  Try	
  these	
  steps:	
  
	
  

1. Underline	
  or	
  highlight	
  words/phrases	
  that	
  seem	
  particularly	
  significant,	
  
interesting,	
  revealing,	
  or	
  strange	
  to	
  you.	
  Look	
  up	
  key	
  words	
  that	
  you	
  don’t	
  



TIP:	
  Avoid	
  letting	
  your	
  “does”	
  sentence	
  just	
  summarize	
  or	
  repeat	
  your	
  “says”	
  
sentence.	
  The	
  key	
  is	
  to	
  keep	
  out	
  of	
  your	
  “does”	
  sentence	
  any	
  mention	
  of	
  the	
  content	
  
of	
  the	
  paragraph.	
  If	
  you	
  look	
  at	
  a	
  “does”	
  sentence	
  out	
  of	
  context,	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  
able	
  to	
  tell	
  whether	
  the	
  essay	
  is	
  about	
  cars	
  or	
  ice	
  cream.	
  
	
  


